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Horseshoe Bend (Newala Hespisté in Kurdish), Tigris River near Cizre,

€ Nizameddin Piringcioglu, used by permission
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4 The planned Cizre Dam project poses potentially catastrophic risks )

Project includes hydropower, irrigation and drinking water

Specifications Potential human rights impacts

Location: Tigris River, Kurtulus/Cizre

Dam height: “46 m Water
Significant reduction in flow of water at the border; flow could cease

Reservoir capacit
BEERX entirely during drought in summer months

: i
Total storage: 381 million m3 Emironmenialiliaslih

Active storage: 89 million m3 Agricultural runoff would make water at the border toxic for humans

Elevation and animals
Normal storage level: 404 m Cultural heritage
Minimum operational level: 392 m The reservoir of ¥21 km2 and intensive agriculture supported by

irrigation would have adverse impacts on biodiversity and cause

Crest level: 409 m irreparable damage to archaeological and architectural sites to the

Hydroelectric installed capacity: 340 MW north and south of Cizre
Hydroelectric annual output: 1200 GWh Safety
Irrigation: 70,000 hectares Risk of dam break may be heightened due to climate-change induced

flooding or seismic activity associated with an event with a very long
return period, with potentially catastrophic consequences for Cizre
Annual drinking water: 35 million m3 through 2045 (pop. 121,000, 4 km downstream) and other downstream communities

Annual energy used to run irrigation pumps: 725 GWh

Sources; GAP Master Plan Report 1989-90, EPDK.org.tr, Enerse Energy Group, Cizre District Governorate, Philip Williams & Assoc. (2006), Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, UN General Assembly Resolution 64/292, Human Rights Council Resolution 48/13, G. Algaze et al. (2012), G. Kozbe and A. Gingor (2018), news reports.

\ Save the Tigris Foundation, 2024 /’
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The critically endangered leopard barbel was caught in the Tigris River near Cizre, 2024, © Metin Yoksu, used by permission



Horseshoe Bend (Newala Hespisté in Kurdish), Tigris River near Cizre, © Nizameddin Piringgioglu, used by permission
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Tigris River near Cizre, © Alex Kemman, used by permission
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